1 



(1) The right to publicly protest unlawful deprivat flpn 
of the right of Negro citizens of Alabama to register- 
to vote and to vote for candidates for federal office 

(2) The right to encourage and assist Negro citizens of 
^ " Alabama in the exercise of their right to register to 
< vote and to vote for candidates for federal office. 

(3) The right to peaceably assemble, publicly protest, 
and petition the Governor of the State of Alabama 

* for redress of grievances on behalf of Negro citizens 

v ■ 

of Alabama, free from arbitrary interference by the 
State of Alabama. 

(4) The right to participate in a march from Selma to 
Montgomery, Alabama, to present a petition to the 
Governor of Alabama in Montgomery, and to participati 
in the carrying out of a proposed plan for such marct 
pursuant to an order entered on March 17, 1965, by 
the United States District Court for the Middle DistJ 
ot Alabama, in the case of WILLIAMS v^ WALLACE , Civil 
Action #2181-N. 

<5> The right to travel to and from the State of Alabama 
and to use interstate highways and other instrumen- 
talities of interstate commerce in and through Ala bai 



- a - 



It was a part of the plan and purpose of the conspiracy th%t 
tne> defendants would harass,, threaten, pursue and assault 
citizens of the United States in the area of Selma and 
Montgomery, Alabama, who were part ioipat ins or had partici- 
pated in, or who were lending or had lent their, support to a 
demonstration march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, pursuant 
to the plan, referred to above, that was approved by the order 
of the United States District Court for the Middle District of 
Alabama on March 17, 1965* 

Is violation of Section 241 of Title 18, United States Code. 



A TRUE BILL 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

t* TBI, Blralnghaa (44*1236) oaf, April 28, 19§3 



R9V SOGERS TB0UA3; at al.f 
IBS* VIOLA LIUZZO, akaj 
•t VICTIMS J 

cm - sl 



Roforoncnt 

Examination raqu««t«4t 
ftonvarknt 



Birmingham 
Alrtol 4/10/65 
Firei 



I 1 John Ed<jar HooTor, Director 



FBI 
Lab 



I 



MAILED 14 

APR 2 7 1965 

CPMMfg 
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Tot. 
B»li 



Caspc* - 
Conrad - 
Evan* _ 

Calm 

Ro 

Sulli 

Troll 



enclosure* (2) (2 Lab report) 

X • liobilo (44*1243) - Enclosure (Lab report) 
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officI op oinccTon 

FCOKRAL BURCAU OP INVKSTIOATIOM 
UMITKO STATU OIPARTMINT OP JO»TIC« 



IlkMOMf 
»•»•• MOHR 
MN. Oi 



April 7, 1965 

The following anonymous letter wis 
sent to the Director from Paducafi 
Kentucky; ' J 

"Mr. Hoover: 




MM. CALL AM AM 

^m. coN|tfo_ 

r- •:: I// J-<*; »utt., v am * 



Has it ever occurred to you that the, 

Negro who was riding with Mrs 

might have shot her to make it look 
bad for the white folks of Alabama 6 
Governer Wallace? looks like you 
could see the way it turned out he 
guided the steering wheel and come 
outO.Khisself. I cant say no more 
cause to_ many of the Negroes know to 
much* — ■ 

one of the Marchers" 



MM. TNOTTH 

ttal jomii 

**«-«- ROOM- 
**** HOLMS* _ 



MISS fANOY 




COPY:nm 
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United stated ^ \ment 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



Mr. DeLoach 



DATE; 4-7-65 



SUBJECT: 



FULTON LEWIS, JR. 
RADIO PROGRAM 
WEDNESDAY, 4-7-65 



/ 




Mr. Lewis, in his radio program at 7p,m., today, on 
WOL-Radi<fcj mentioned the FBI in connection with the killing of 
Mrs. yioI±^Liuzzo by members of the Ku Klux KLaiu Although he did 
\ not come right out and say so, he inferred in his statements mat the 
I possibility existed that one of the individuals in the car containing the 
I KLansmen was possibly an informant of the FBL His basis for making 

such a statement was the "quickness" in which the FBI made the arrests 
t in this case. Ha further noted that if the FBI did have an informant in 
;Vthis automobile, he raised the question of whether that person should 
! ?have had at least the moral obligation to prevent this killing. Lewis 
Jwent on to say that the situation might have been such that it was 
impossible for such an individual to prevent the killing. 



RECOMMS i\D ATION; 



r*4 



For information. 



is 



JCFiema. J^.. 
(4) ...<* 

I - Mr, DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 



MOT Hi. m Ut'C* 



HOT 
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e A?3 16 1955 



//I 




UNITED STATES Gc , cRNMENT 

Memorandum 



at— 



to r. . Mr, Belmo 



FROM \. 



SUBJECT: 



A. Re* en^ 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. ; 

MRS. VIOLA UUZZQ, ET AL. - VICTIMS 1 - Mr. Malley 



DATE: 4/7/65 

1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
X - Mr. Rosen 




Ulm. Room _ 



1 - Mr. 



CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 



1 - Mr. McGowan 



SAC Ingram, Birmingham, furnished the following information 
which has been obtained from a quick review of the indictment: ^ i Jfo 



The substance of the indictment is as follows : The indictment 
charges violation of Title 18, Section 241, USC. Those named in the indict- 
ment are Eugene Thomas, William Orviile Eaton and Collie Leroy WiMns, Ji 
It is a one-count indictment which charges generally that beginning March 1 
and continuing to on or about March 20, 1965, the three named individuals 
within the Middle District of Alabama, conspired together and with others^ 
unknown to injure, oppress, threaten and intimidate citizens of the" tJnite^ 
States in the vicinity of Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, in the'free exercise 
and enjoyment of rights and provisions secured to them by the .Constitution / 
and laws of the United States. J\} / 

J The five rights denied are listed as: £ 

(1) The right to publicly protest the unlawful deprivation of the rights of 
Negroes to vote; 

(3) The right to encourage Negro citizens to register and vote; 

(3) The right of peaceful assembly; 

(4) The right to engage in the protest march from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. 



(5) The right to travel on mtersta^ii^hways. 

The indictment charges that it was 
of the conspiracy to harass, threaten, pursue and assault c itizen s who had 




of th^pJoC a^o?p/rpos^^ 



participated in the march from Selma to Montgomery. 



4 



- AKanpd (8) (T^/ 

.66APR211D65 
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(f 



CONTINUED - OVER 



i to 



Memo to Mr. Belmont from A. Rosen 
Ret Eugene Thomas, et al 



r 



rv. ■ 

The indictment does not mention the killing of Mrs. Liuzzo 
near Selma, Alabama, and does not mention the name of Mrs. Liuzzo. 
The indictment does not mention the name of Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. who 
was originally arrested with the other three subjects. 

No witnesses are listed in connection with the indictment. 
The warrant based on the indictment indicates that bail is to be fixed at 
$50, 000 each. 

Any additional information obtained will be furnished to you. 
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The President of the United States 
The White Rouse 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr* President, 

I am a Senior in high school. And I am studing 

American Government* In class, we learned that 

the P.B.I, does not have the power or the right 

to arrest a man for murder, but can only come into 

the picture he crosses a state line, or if a Federal; 

law has been broken. Yet, in Alabama, the P.B.I. 

has arrested four men for murder. Why are you 

allowing them to make illegal arrests? Do two 

wrongs make a right? Please sir, keep our Federal 

government honest. The local government is corrupt 

enough for both. 



■CTaiti'Ta^jy -jj p~ ^ - :.lTH Sine e re ly , 
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Mr. Toli__. 
Mr. Belmont 
He. Mohr_ 
»fr)**Lcach 
Mr. C»?p«r_ 
Mr. Callahu 
Mr. Co nr*4_ 

Mr. Pell 

Mr. Gal» 

Mr. Roi«a_ 
Mr. Sui.. van. 

Mr. Tavrf 

Mr. Trotter^ 

Tela, Room 

Mis» H !mcs . 
Mla» Candy _ 



5* 

pa 



OS 

cr 
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April 12, 1965 




Your letter to the President was referred to this 
Bureau on April 6 t 1965. 

(Owith respect to your inquiry, the murder of 
Mrs. Viola Luusz o was a state violation. However, those $ 
responsible for this crime also violated her civil rights, which r? 3 
violation falls within the Jurisdiction of the FBI. Therefore?! J* ^ 
trust you will understand our investigative interest in this £&sgi 

In connection with these matters* I am enc 
a copy of the remarks made by Senator Thomas J. Dodd on tfie ^5 
Floor of the Senate on February 25, 1965, along with other $ateijal 
which I trust will be of assistance to you in learning of the true r n 
nature of the FBI's role in civil rights matters* 



Sincerely yours, 
h Edgar HpoHflJ 



Enclosures (5) 
DTP:pJf (3) 



A' 



J 



See Enclosures rnd Note on Next Page 
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Enclosures (5) 

Remarks made by Senator Dodd on Floor of Senate, 2-25-65 

Our Heritage of Greatness, 12-12-64 

Know your. FBI 

LEB Introduction, 2-65 

U. S. News It World Report, 12-21-64 



NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable in Buflles 
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FBI WASH DC 



FB* BIRtfGHAM 

3:53j?M CST URGENT V 12/6 5 WEP 

DIRECTOR (44-83601) 
FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 





EUGfcN£ THOMAS* ET ALJ VIOLA LIUZ7.0, AKA* £T AL - VICTIMS. C'!l E 



c 



REBUTEL. APRIL TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE. 

EXPLANATIONS IN INSTANT MATTER NOT YET RECEIVED FROJ-! . v 




OF SAME RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE MADE BY 
WA»»*RPP ... 



«»eg3 Sgg 0N ' RECEIPT A ^ :0 j 
THE. BIRMINGHAM DIVISION 



FBI V.'ASH DC 



;ti APR 13 1965 




.if. & 



ffJjAPH'r?0t9S5 





.GENERAL INVESTIGA't lJB DIVISION 

• Case involves shootin. i Mrs. VioU 
Uuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, nigh* 
at 3-25-65. Foot subjects arrested, one <* ■ 
whom is Bureau informant who gave data re . 
shooting. One-count indictment returned 5 
which charges that generally 3 persons 
(Eugene Thomas, WilliamOrvMe Eaton, 
andCoUie Leroy WiUtas, Jr.) ^f** M 
3-1-65, and continuing on or about 3-26-w, 

«^«d together and with others unknown 

tolnjure, oppress, threaten and intimwate 
Stains of tta U. S. in the vicinity cf Setae 
and Montgomery, Alabama, in the free 
exercise and enjoyment of rights and 
provisions secured to them by the Consti- 
tution and laws of U. S.; that it was part of 
nlan and purpose of conspiracy to harass, 

threaten, pursue and assault citizens who r,.v^,^.^ - , _ 

tod partlctoated in march from Setoa to tt^^^^^J^. <:^'i.r{ 
; MontgomerV. Indictment does not mention | aC£^S,£S^S] ^LsJZSzZZi 
Sling of Mrs. Lluzzo, nor>does it mention 
her name or the taf annpaPsy^ } 
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FBI 
Dater 



3-29-65 



Transmit the following in 

Vie _AIRTEL 



(Typm im plairn i«st or eodm) 

AIR MAIL 



(Priority) 




ty. Tohon 

r. IWmoriT 
Mr- MohV' 

Mr. C*nITaf.an" 
Mr. Ci^nra'J 




M>. ivj.. 
Mr. TftTd " 



TO* 



FROM yfcftf SAC 9 BIRMINGHAM (1*4-1236) 




DIRECTOR , FBI 

ATTENTIONS Crime Records Division 



EUGENE JTHOMAS* ET AL. 
VIOUKSlUZZO^aka - VICTIM; 
LEROY JEROME^TON - VICTIM. 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS • 




MM 




\ 



Enclosed are two^copTes 6T irTarticle which appearedj-C^, 
in "The Birmingham News" on March 28, 1965, quoting ROBERT \ £ 
SHELTON, Impejw.ll Wizard of the United Klans of America, KKK, J 
and MATT K /m^ Pfl Y x Jr . 1 1 Klan lawyer. In this article these /, . 
indIvTdua 5 lsTiave claimed that the FBI was attempting to frame r\ { - 
him, SHELTON, and that promises had been made to subject /- j 

GARY. THOMAS ROWE, Jr., and that ROWE had been unduly detained / 
before being permitted to see his attorney. It should be noted 
that all of these allegations by SHELTON and MURPHY have been 
made to news media and not to the Birmingham Office of the FBI. 
In response to inquiries from news media regarding these 
allegations, I have answered all with a "no comment" reply, as 
is pointed out in the article itself. 

It is interesting to note that MURPHY, according to the 
article V admits that he is. a Klan member. Experience has shown 
that both of these individuals will stoop to any tactics to 
try to' embarrass and humiliate the FBI, as well as to jeopardize 
captioned case. 

Any future accusations of these individuals or other 
Klan officials to the press will continue to be answered 
^no comment, 11 as has £een done in the past. 



."C^3> Bureau (enc. 
• ' 2- Bir$uL ngham 
: EJIrrlgr, 

60/^3 liibb 



The above is'* f or the Bure^au^s information. &/ 



Approved: 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 




M Per 



Ivtan is n ot 

r efused to agree 
~ w^kr^i lC«orge wa 



Shelton 



r 

t he ' ma n' s not Tmo ci j 
ii Witard Robert M. Shelton 
Ireland angrily Saturday, hint 



r^ ni^ r^i l George Wallace (hat the shoot* 



_ wee "an act of cowardice," 
laying "I don't know the rondt* 
ttona yet" 

HOWEVER, ME declared that 



TiZ V j .1. ^ J- vi«i- nuwe.vE.it, ne, occiarea mac 
•* tha ^Jf , ^^J2^& th « FBI a,read * "establish. 

* l -w r ' D * w were "in no way connected with 



* put-up Job. 
shelton, appearing In Bir- 
mingham for in announced press 
• nfcrence. aim accused die 
- Rl ot trying to frame Mm m 
onnection with the woman's 
'rath by bribing one of four 
nen arrested and charged with 
■ inlatlng her civil rights. 

He said the men were offered 
;>p ta r.WiW And reTwewSmPhj 



ir>gth*rjtata » they would mj 



_ way connected with 
the death of the woman from 
Detroit- 
Matt H; Mhrphy Jr.. the 
Klao lawyer who also attend* 
ed (he press confer* act, uM 
the <£s2&h*o«| rights nf.hb , 
client* were vio lated ? ' * 1 
MiiEDhi^ald he iS^UQaiaV 
man. He complained that Gary 
Tommy Rowe Jr., one of the 
four men arrested, was detained 
several hours before he was 
allowed to Me him and that 



he "sent them to Montgomery. 

Shelton refused to identify the - - - 

. _ _ vi-™— s.: Rowe was offered WO acres of 

four aa Klaiwineo, though he Und jn MlnncsnUl for , 

.ud hit organisation) had mcnt flbout tn# shooting and 
"made the arrangements" for cooperation with Federal offi- 
«s-ir release and it* lawyer ters. 
would defend thenv. 



Everett fnersm, special agent 
In charge of the Binnin<tnwa 
FBI office, later said he had no 

nrmnyn^ m */u> allegations of 
» 



IN RESPONSE to a question, 
soeltoo apologised for 

"damned" in saying President '||u.rphy_and_ Shelter* 
Johnson was a "damned liar**! 
when the President linked the; 
men U Tartrt to the paying yd. 
Glared war on the Man. I 
I escludg the wonk^aailffj'l 
hut the othev part •ticks,*' bo- 
ss id. 

He said his ergsalxaUoa had t 
proaf-whkh It weald display 
at the "proper Ume"-tbat the 
Rev. James Reeh, wh* died 
after • Seima beating, was 
riylag of eaacer and "another t 
disease" when he eame to Ah> 1 
hamav 

The Klao leader said the* 
United Klane don't advocuta 
violence and it was "distressing: 
to^4iaoas^thll inci dent." (Th e 
death of Mrs^ Llurfo). "ut i*i 




(IndLcat* paqm, nam* ol 
a*wspap«r, city and state.) 



10 BIRMINGHAM MS 
— BIRMINGiLAM, A 



3-28-65 
E<utio., tj^xe FINAL 

Author, TJNKNOffN 

E <"*°" JOHN 'f. BL00 
T4tlw ROBERT. S 
TON, IMPERIAL 
RD OF HIE KKK 

Characters 

or 

CtaaetttcaUonQU 105 -7 2 
SubaUUlne Olltc«:J3 J^J] JJfG 

| | Balnq Inva*tlqat«4 



Laboratory Traooatttoi Foe* 
*7-7t 



/» 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 



rm rax, Mobile (44-1249) 



Dam 



April 1, 1965 



7- 



0 

EOGEJCr TB0UA3, et al. } 

tiouPliuzzo, aka 

Mrs. Anthony^J.etiuzzo, 
LKBOT JKBOlO^faOTOM, VICTIMS; 
- ML 




John Edoo* Hoover, Otroetot 



FBI Ftto NO. 
Lab. No. 



examination roquootod byi 
Hotel 




Eiamlnattorwg^gvatodi 
Romarksi 

Am? - 1 



Mobile and Birmingham 
* see below 
P ire arms - Spectrographie - Microscopic 



PC-85454 EX HB 51 
PC-85455 EX 
PC-85501 EX B7 



i 



Specimens Ql through Q17 and KX vers collected in 
erpj Alabama, on 3-26-65 and 3-27-65, and personally delivei 



to the fBI Laboratory by Special Agent M* B* Williams*, /on 3-28-65. 



^ - e Specimens Q18 through Q52 and K2 through KS-Jwere 

transmitted to the Bureau by Birmingham airtel dated 3-27-65* 



e Specimens Q53 through Q61 were transmitted to the 
Stream by Mobile airtel dated 3-29-65. 

* See also partial FBI Laboratory report dated 3-29-95, 
and Butels 3-29-65 and 3-31-65, setting forth results ot Laboratory 
examinations in this case* 



/ 



' This report together with the Laboratory report of 3-29- < 
e'ts forth the results of all examinations conducted with respect 1 
the submitted' specimens and confirms the information set forth. in/ 

'7 g Ji 9 CsQ ^ I mil 

^^&^<2) (2 Lab report)! <I3&^/ 

c "~r-*^-4j**P^<#^ 2 u lllvM (SeliM)/- Snplosures6(29>R(2^16a6repott) 
*^7vTt J**aJji&am (44-1236)^ r jfticlosur* ff/afa report ) t I 

G«i*^g2au!ge 1 CD *-» (continued oq . next page, 

^^Tf) ifciifw .... "'" 

Jfe^^KHMJiocr >r/ administrative PAer.' ; - 




Troite 
Hot 



1 ■ * •/ 1%7U; 





TELETYPE UMItI 1 




Butel 3-31-65, oc accruing the examination of the cartridge cases 
recovered on Highway 80* near the scene* No additional ezaminatlox 
are now pending with respect to these specimens; however, the/ 
are being temporarily retained in the FBI Laboratory pending advla 
as to their disposition* . 
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COMMUtilCATIOiiS 3tCT»XI 



FBI WASH DC 




FBI BIRMGHAM 

11 140AM CST Up GENT 4/14/63 VEP 
TO DIRECTOR C44-28S01) 
FROH BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) <P) 

O 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL| VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ETAL* - VICTIMS 
CR. EL» 



Mr. 

Mr. IMmont— 

Mr. Bfohr 

Mr. PcLrock— 

Mr. Cc-p.'f 

Mr. Callahan— 
Mr. Conrad 

Mr. F«4t 

Mi Gal« 

ML Roeen 



Mt. Sullivan 

Mr. Tmv«l 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holme* 

MIu Gundy 



/ / 1* I V"" 
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HZ BUTEL THIS DATE. 

REQUESTED INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY AIRTEL BIRMINGHAM DIVISION 
AMSD ON EVENING OF APRIL THIRTEEN, PAST* 



FBI VASH 




\°15 

16 APR st Q65 



C TELETYPE 



PLAIN TEXT 



URGENT 



4/13/65 



1 * Mr. Hines 



TO SAC BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-28601) 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; VIOLA UUZ ZO, AKA. , ET AL 
DASH VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS. 

REURTEL DATED APRIL TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE. 

EXPLANATIONS IN THIS MATTER ALONG WITH YOUR 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION MUST BE 
SUBMITTED BY YOUR OFFICE TODAY WITHOUT FAIL. 
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Iffitfft Bo*U¥ OF IHVESnGWKH 
U. 1 PfcPASTMnjT Of W£it* 
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FBI BIRMGHAH/' 



FBI WASH X 

307PM URGENT 4-13-65 BUS 

TO BIRMINGHAM 44-123$ 

FROM DIRECTOR 44-28601 IP 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; VI OU LIUZZO, AXA., ET AL 
* DASH VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS. 

R EUR TEL DATED APRIL TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE. 

EXPLANATIONS IN WIS MATTER ALONG WITH YOUR 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION MUST BE 
SUBMITTED BY YOUR OFFICE TODAY WITHOUT FAIL. 



FBI BIRMGHAH 

■ . :. '„ ■ ■ %■- ... 




'I:' \ ■ I 

Transmit the following in : 

,.; fl>p« to ftoto fnt or c<W«> . . 

v< „ AIR TEL > AIR MAIL } 

^ . . (Priori*,) ! \ 



I 



it 



TO* DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROMs^^SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 

EUGENE Tn*OMAS, ET AL. /A 
VIOIA\LIUZZO, aka, ET AL - VICTIMS. _ ' ^ 

CR - tL / 

Enclosed is a copy of the indictment and warrant 
pertaining to the above captioned matter. 

These documents were obtained from the U. 5. Marshal, 
Birmingham, Alabama, and are. being submitted for the Bureau's 
information and completion of the Bureau's file* 



2- Birmingham $3/ \tjjr* * 
EJIsrlg * 
<5> 
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is tsz Ksmcr ecnar or tss vmn> trans .g* rn 
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C0LZJ2 1SS0I ) JThai In opto Court In the presence cf flat 

... % Foreman «nJ , l~f other members' aT thft 

roSSTTnCKW # Crwd Jury ™- I»l^ r ^ (TTAi*^ 

*j iLLu fj -,; ^.^Pepcfr 

tamacU* 0* ^ 0*at liareh X. 1S*5 eni e*fcii*U* to m or 

Kareb 26* 19^5» HEXW* EAX03» CC&LSE 12301 VXLSX53, J£.» 

wttMn t!» »^ 
with ca4» other «£d with ott*r pertremt to lis Crra* *zry wta**, to 

on-a., ttr tot*lftto rttta* of to Tfaitoft CUtos to 
tbo Ylelcity of Belao tn4 Ractc3»s*y* Ut2>sa la tt* f*o» t»rol*o w& 
•ojojtaat of cartota rttffti oi* irt*U«^ to to« * t* 

testation era to* of too v^*^wA**™ ******** - 
e«rcl»d rltfita •« f»Uo«« 

(1) Tte rltf* to gtibV-cly yrotut »tofta *jclTn*i« of too ri«» 
of xscpo oltUaoi of AUfce» to icgUter to *otoo»*to*oto 
for ctoaiaatoa tor feteol om»> 



i 



(2) tort^ *6»occr^«Ba6alrtrfc^eJUia»of ' 
1, tte wr«lc. of ttelr rfcj* to «*UUr to «*• «* to 
for e»41fieAs» fw fetor«l e£Me*. 

(S) Ta ri^t to jewsS^r osccAU, ju*tt**T *rotoct> oj* petltta 
ti» , t > t U W Of t!* Ctote Of AUbGtt ttr wCrotf Of «riewx*e* 



co ottalf at Becro ettUem of JUelum, t*m ttcm extttrery 

Interference *r the fiteto of MflVffft * _l';^'*vV : ? -V ^>-W/T: 

(fc) rttfA t» fWtWjfiU to o protect ewca *roa Selaa to . r 
| W Haatc gg gg y* Alafcwa* to xafeaen* * pctitica to tba Corereor X! 
I llcta* to Hwttfssry, aid to pftrtlclpcto to » cwj«^ ^ , J 

ef a proposed jdea to «ch care* p^scart to ta order cotoiot 
on Kerch 17, X^S5, by tUa tfcita* States Ifcetrlct Court for the 
fcidile District of Alafcoae* In t2» cat oX KUJJse H£H£££> 
Civil Action tefcer £l3WI. 

(5> tori^tot*rrtltDe^ft«t* 

Istcrstcte V&oav* ted otto totresootellttoo of totcreteto 
o cs ar c o la cod to*cacb AlcVra * 

ttmaapertof tt»lO«ai»4p«T^ 
«cfte£iot« «uld tarrte*. threats*, jom ed «wolt citfeeflft •* 
Tjbited Stctee to the exco c* ■ 
ptftlelvotba or had texticiretted to. or **> wro leodtas or tad toot 
ttoir cis^toooenxwtr^^ 

jurwast to the |ta,'ro*et«a to e*w*. tSusfe vm onwedly tbe order of 
tfco United Ctttao Bietrict Csurt for Uo mddto «*trfct of JUao* o» 

Keren 17» — ^ --p 

In Tioleticn of Section CU of »tto JB* Baited Ctotee Cede/ 

A tree £Ult 

UtojyJflnd a&JXltt Sal*** 



h £ p en H ftr deman - 
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ATTEST t A Tm CoprYi f 

certirue to tir»r v r 




It* C. Dotr.ee, 
Clork, U. 5. Dtctrtfft Court* - * 

Middle out riot ot Alabeaa. — - r ^"i- . 



Warrant for Arrest of Defendant (Rev. 7-52) 



Cr. Tvrm Ho. U 



tr-> 



S3 



Unite* States Bistrirf ©ouS^ived 

FOR THE 

1SS5 APR 6 Pa 5 33 

K PDLE DISTRICT 0? ALAB/JU * 



: * ~ °WrB5 Statw or Arnica 

a: e « 

•* EUGENE THOMAS 



UWED STATES MARSHAL 
MONTGOMERY. ALABAMA 



No. 11,736-H 



To 1 any United States Marshal or any other authorised officer 

Tou are hereby commanded to arrest Eugene Thomas and brin* him 

forthwith before the United States District Court for the Middle District of Alabama 

in the city of Montgomery to answer to an Indictment' chanting him with 
conspiring to injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any citizen in - - 
thefree exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him 
by the Constitution or laws of the United States, or because of his 
having so exercised the same as set out in the attached Certified copy 
of the Indictment. 



in violation of Section 241, Title 18, U.S.C. 



R,. Cm. TV.^^n 

Dated at -Montgomery- Alabams ■ ; 

on — Apni^ /| a f)^„;* _ 

Bail fixed at I^JBOU» ~' ° ' Ctorfc. 

RETURN 

District of ** 
Received the within warrant the dsyof ** and executed 



*y 



— ^ « tovi>wl th. w«««t to to«*d. 0. *. IWUd Stmt*. ***** <***J«*m 




Resolution Ho. 866-65 



By Mr. M. Morris Jackson. 



WHEREAS, the entire Nation is justifiably proud Of the prompt : 
action of the Federal Bureau of Investigation which resulted in the im- 
mediate apprehension of the alleged perpetrators of the wanton murder 
of Mrs. Viola Gregg Liuzro; and ^ ' . 

WHEREAS, this is but another example of the efficient operation 
of this Organisation which, throughout its history, has pioneered in 
scientific methods of criminal investigation; and 



WHEREAS, the knowledge that the FBI is ready and able to use all 
Its resources for the prevention of crime serves as a constant deterrent 
to those tempted to violate the rights and privileges of others and gives 
a sense of well-being to the citizens of this Nation; and 

WHEREAS, this Council wishes to express the gratitude of this 
Nation for the constant surveillance provided by the FBI; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, That Council hereby extends to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation the appreciation of this Community for the 
efficient and skillful operation of the personnel of the Bureau and for 
its untiring efforts on behalf of the citizens of this Nation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of Council be and she 
hereby is requested to transmit a copy of this resolution to J. Edgar 
Hoover, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington, D. C. 




Adopted March 29, 1965 
James V. Stanton, President of Council 
Mercedes Cotner, Clerk of Council 
Approved by Mayor Ralph S. Locher 
March 30, 1965 



I, Mercedes Cotner, Clerk of Council of the City of 
Cleveland, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of Resolution No. 866-65, adopted by the Council 
of the City ef Cleveland, March 29, 1965. 



WITNESS my hand and seal at Cleveland, Ohio, this 
Thirtieth day of Kirch, 1965. 



Clerk of Council of the City of Cleve 



TO 



fKUM 



SUBJECT: 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Belmpnt 



1 - M Mohr 
1 - Mr. De Loach 
I - Mr. Belmont 

date: April 8, 1965 
1 - Mr. Rosen 



if. 

xrix < 



EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. ; 

MRS. VIOLA'IIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 

CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 



1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hines 




I checked with Inspector Sullivan with reference to the 
personnel on special assignment at Selma. He advised me that 
he presently has nine men which he can release inasmuch as all 
investigation which he has instituted has been completed. 

A 

At the present time we have a number of cases which * ' 
are pending in the Department for consideration as to the action/ / 
the Department intends to take. For example, in the Liuzzo case 
the Department will probably be talking to the State* s Attorney in 
the next day or so. Consequently, Sullivan should be available in 
the event he is needed in connection with the turning over of the 
evidence to state authorities. • There are other matters which have 
been pending such as the march, assault on Reverend Reeb, etc. 
Any of these matters could require his presence there in the .event 
the Department intends to proceed. Consequently, we feel he should 
be kept there for the time being. We will watch this on a daily basis 
so that any changes can readily be brought to the Director's attention. 

If approved, we will release the nine Agents on special 
assignment starting tomorrow. (Friday, April 0, 1965). , 



( 



ARdge 
(8) 
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L/r cri w urn is sxn • / \uV 

7 9 APR 19 1965 — 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memoranaum 



TO 



FROM 




Mr. Belmont 



A* RcJsen 



subject: EUGENE TOO MAS, ETAL.; 



oate: April 6, 1965 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr, Rosen I 

1-Mr. Malley A "Tp^T 
1 - Mr. McGowanW / / 

1-Mr. Hlnes r //M 




0 



MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. - 
VICTIMS 

CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 



inspector Sullivan at Montgomery, Alabama, advised , 
at 5:00 p. m, that the Grand Jury had not yet made a return in Q J 

mis case. According to Inspector Sullivan, the Grmd Jury finished .// 
hearing witnesses today. Grand jurors took the matter under in 
deliberation at 3:00 p. m. Washington time. ' f 

<. Sullivan advised he had received information that the 
jurors were as of 5:00 p. m., preparing their report which would 
be given to the court. 

ACTION : 

Sullivan is closely following this matter and will advise 
the Bureau of action taken by the Grand Jury. 



\ 



/tvO'- 



CLM/nkr 
(6) 




V 



• 



as APR 15 1965 



Bt5 APR 221965 




TELETYPE 



PLAINTEXT 

URGENT 



4/14/65 



TO SAC BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 1 - Mr ffines /<J 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44*28601) ' V ^ 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL. DASH 
VICTIMS. CR. EL. 

RE BUTE L APRIL THIRTEEN, SKTYFIVE. 

BUREAU IS NOT IN RECEIPT OF EXPLANATIONS AND YOUR 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION IN THE MATTER. 
ADVISE WHEN MATERIAL SENT AND METHOD OF TRANSMITTAL, 
BY" RETURN TEL, 



(3) $ ]J 




■ L «»H» , 

.''♦p"t 

i lie (ion 



NOTE: Butel of 4/13/65 instructed Birmingham to submit material 
on 4/13/65 without faiL 



^r^flp odifA Wit 

VK ™ u s »tr* 



ill* 



ullva 

Trot»»r 



r^8S APR 22 1965 

majlaooJIIJ teletype wit 




»• APR 15 1965 




5-V 




FBI BIRMGHAN 




T 



fbi wash dc 

1214ph urgent 4*14-65 rpp 

to birmingham (44-1236) 

from director c44-28601 ) ip 

euqene Thomas, et al* viola liuzzo, aka, et al. dash 
victims. cr. el. 

rebut el april thirteen, sixtyfive. 

bureau is not in receipt of explanations and your 
recommendations for administrative action in this matter, 
advise when material sent and method of transmittal 
be return tel. 

END 

BH. . yDRXXXX DLR - - - ;* — - 

FBI BIRMGHAM 

CORR LAST LINE FIRST SXX.VRD SHLD BE BY 
END 

CRXXX CLR 



Toll 
B*l. 



CaLWriwa* 
DaLooch 

r. m _ 

Towt 



dfr UMIlftlT —4 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, 0. C 



1 - Office, 7133 



T%t IM* Blralaahaa (44-1236) 



lt . t April 14, XWJ 



EUGENE THOMAS; 
ET 

VIOUTGRECKTLIUZZO, AKA; 
LEROT JEROME ^ilOTON - VICTIMS; 
CR - EL 



to 



Edgar Hoeror, Director 



Examination f*qu*st«d bys 



Examination r*qu*«t»d: 



Pl*markat 



mi 



FBI Ptto No. 
L.«b. No. 



174-3$ 



i 

•n 



Letter 4/5/M 

3p*ctrogrep&ie * tticroscoplo 



The Instant iton* of evidence wore subaittod under the jg 
caption "Kugcuo Tboaes; ot al«, Viola Gregg Liurzo. aha; Loroy 
Jerooe Motoa - V let las i C8 •> towor, oinco tnese ite&a 
wore eatatitted for comparison vita tt* na tor la loin t^e GEEBNBOffiS 
caw tl*e attacUod Laboratory report carries tiio »cft£EHB02D3 w captloa 
and tae outfitted liens are listed as spec mens Q7U tarougU Qsa la 
order to sain tain continuity Is tUe spoclaea listing in tue 
0&&SHD0KD3 caao* 

Specimens Q.7C through QSfi are be ins returned to your office 



under separate cover by registered nail* 

Enclosures (3) (3 tab report) 
1 * Dlrnlngten (44-1330) JEnclooure (Lab report) 
CS> Buflle 
1 - Mr* Rosen 



DUPLICATE JELL0Y( 



180 AW ^9 t965 



. MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UWIT I 1 



Hotawa 



ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 




•f Uh» 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C 



I 



»« GRKKHBOKBS PC-63633 CP W 



Q70 tti Oftsk 

Q77 SCTOVdrlTOT 

Q7t Toll<* mg, $• s 31* 

<*70 follow ru*. 3* X 2|» 

W> Roll of Tucfe electrical tape 

Q01 Roll of brow* A mo tapo 

OR Aiir of pUero-cuUoro 

«*3 J%lr of plioxo 

Q34 fair of woik gloveo 

CM Pink felankot 

rooultx of examinations 

No olfioif leant foreign pa lot* or ot&or deposit* were 
foo&d Ott npecloca* Q70 t Q77 t Q7e, Q7s> t Q83, QU4 or Q03 Videii 

could bo eneoclatod oita tbo soditxa croon onaael and rod-brown 
vox dcpoolto on tbo G&SKlBGtfB boxen provioual/ submit tod in tula 
cane. 

No soil naitable for conparlson purpemos van found In 
t^o debrin Xrom Q79 and Q63. no piao noodion voro found oa 




Too blacA plantlo electric lan* a tape, epcclacn 0*0 In 
wide and in tborofore dif ferent from tuo 3/4" wide black plastic 
electrician's tapo unod on tzio night unexpicded Da&be. 

no topea were found on tbo eij;tjt uaesplotfod bonbo vaioa 
•ore conparablo to tbo lj* wide brown plastic-coated cloth bach, 
edbeolvw Upe, Q81. 



I:BAS (9) 

Gmiy M4H. DOOM TELBTYPt WOT C3 



't~. • - - ■ ■ t £3 

i 

4/10/65 

t Airtel 



1 - Mr. ^n< 



To: SAC, Hobile 

From: Director , TBI 



EUGENE THOUAS, ET AL; 
VIOLA?/LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGBTS - ELECTION LAWS 



To confirm Bureau call to Mr. Sullivan 4/15/65, 
the Department has advised after review of material from 
reports as submitted for consideration for use by the state 
in their prosecution of this matter that they did not desire 
material from the report of SA Joseph E. Connors dated 4/1/65 
atil Mobile and the three Detroit reports of SA Coller dated 
3/31/65, 4/1/65 and 4/2/65 be furnished to the state. 
Department requested that, the following material be furnished: 
report Of SA Joseph E. Connors, Mobile, dated 3/30/65, Pages 
4 and 5, Pages 26 through 65, Pages 67 through 119 and Pages 
121 through 155; report of ASAC Robert Jensen, Birmingham, 
dated 3/30/65, Pages 4 through 77. 

It is requested that this material be furnished to 
Departmental Attorney James Turner for delivery to Circuit 
Solicitor Arthur Gamble at Greenville, Alabama. Mr. Gamble 
will prepare a letter to the Department requesting that the 
information be made available for the state prosecution for 
murder* The material furnished to Gamble should be enclosed 
with an appropriate cover letter indicating it is being 
furnished in response to Gamble's request of the Department 
Of Justice that we furnish results of our investigation in 
this matter for his use In the state* s prosecution. 



r 



JWH/ras fJ ^ 
(4) 

_JKOTE : See memo Rosen to Belmont, 4/15/65, same caption. Above 

request was made by Mr. St. John Barrett of the* CRD. 



Tol 

M»hr 




vale 



TELETYPE UNIT 1 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memoranaum 



to Mr. Rose^/t/ 



DATE: 



• / , 

- - . ■> ^ «m^~ 



0 

subject: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 

MRS. VIOLA^IUZZO, ET AL - VICTIMS 
CR; EL 



April 14, 1965 7 

1 - Mr, Conrad 
I - Mr. Rosen 
I - Mr. MaLley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
I - Mr. Hines 
1 - Mr. Leavttt 




At 7:14 p. m. , 4-14-65, Departmental Attorney St. John 
Barrett advised Extra-Duty Supervisor T. W. Leavitt that he had talked 
with Circuit Solicitor Arthur Gamble who had requested the Department 
furnish such portions of investigative reports that would bear on state 
prosecution for murder. He stated that Gamble requested that he be 
furnished the reports tomorrow, 4-15-65, at Greenville, Alabama. 
St. John Barrett advised that the Department would like him to have 
these reports on 4-15-65. He stated that Gamble will prepare a letter 
to the Department requesting that the information be made available 



•f /-it. ofotn r\»«rvo rkA»ii+ir»« fr\r» mil 



i*t1ai* onH that tho lotfoi* will H*» crivon tn 



the Agent who furnishes him the reports. 

Barrett advised he had reviewed material furnished by the 
Bureau and stated that Mobile report of 4-1-65, and three Detroit reports 
will all be omitted and not used. He stated he agreed that the following 
information set forth in Mobile report dated 3-30-65, should be included 
in data furnished Gamble: Pages 4 and 5, pages 26 through 65, pages 
67 through 119, and pages 121 through 155. He further advised that in 
Birmingham report dated 3-30-65, of ASAC Jensen, pages 4 through 77 
should be furnished. ~ 



Barrett stated that in addition to Agents alreadyreouested 
appear before the grand jury, that the presence of SA^ pis 
also desired. He related that Gamble will contact Inspector&uUivan 
for the purpose of interviewing Agents. He stated that Gamble also 
desired to talk with SA Marion Williams of the FBI Laboratory before 
the grand jury session and that the only time he, Gamble, will be free 
will be Sunday afternoon or evening, 4-18-65. He requested that 
Departmental Attorney James Turner be advised as towhatevi 
arrangements are made concerning S A Williams. SA' 
Laboratory Division, advised. 



to 




TWL^ /P, 



r \J k\i H fc i. iov* 



imyr „ , r ,„ 6 05r \ 

, ft // . CONTINUED - OVER 




Memorandum to Mr* Rosen 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 



ACTION: 



That Departmental Attorney Barrett's request be given 
appropriate consideration and necessary arrangements made to furnish 
Mr. Gamble with desired data. 




F B » 



Dat.: %/14/65 



Transmit the following in 



Via 



AIRTEL 



(Typ* in plaintext or cod*) 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority) 



II 

i . 



)ic -Cfl'h 6S 'Jt 



V 



TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (U-1236) - P - 



SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS ; KT AL; 

VIOLA* LIUZZO, alca; ET AL 
- VICTIMS 
CR - EL 



Birmingham, V9/65. 



Enclosed to the Bureau are eight (8) copies t/tlt 
of letterhead memorandum captioned United Klans of 
America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (UKA) . 

Enclosed to Mobile are two (2) copies of 
this letterhead memorandum. 




jT- Bureau 4Enc* 8) (AM) (RM) 2L&6<J/ ftP*^ 
2 - Mobile {Enc^S) (AM) (RM) — ^ | ^ ' 



13- BirmingRam/.y 
.V ■ (2 - 
. (1 - 



,17 APP 1 « ^65 





C C- fygjial Agent in Chorgt 



S«nt 



-1 
*3 



1...' UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA , INC. | 

KNIGHTS OF THE TO KLUX KLAN (UKA) |\ 

"■ ' ^ 1 ' 

Records of Superior Court of Fulton County , 

Georgia, reflect that this Clan organization was granted 

a corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, 

Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku 

Klux Klan of America, Inc. 

A source advised on February 27, 1961, that 

TTm 4 VI «*k«»«k*»«t • — « 1 ♦ * ml 4 4- In IT. 

a • Li a was ivimcu «* o a *, * w* •» nfi*k a u w* w« 

Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to 
the source, the split resulted from a leadership dispute 
and United Klans has the sase a is* and objectives as 
the parent group. These are the promotion of Americanism, 
white supremacy and segregation of the races. 

The first source and a second source advised 
in July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klsn of America , Inc., merged with Alabama Knights. Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established 
headquarters In Suite 401, the Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. (The organization is directed by ROBERT S HELTON, 
Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Klan group in the 
South with units in several Southern States.) 

Second source advised that at a meeting at 
Prattvllle, Alabama, on October 22, 1961, the U. S. Klans, 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United Klans 
of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Third source advised on September 24, 1964, that 
the United Klans Is currently an active organization, with 
Klaverns in several Southern states; that ROBERT V. S HELTON 
was re-elected Imperial Wizard on September 5, 1964, at 
a National Klonvocation in Birmingham, Alabama. The National 
Office remains in Suite 401, Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama . 




FD-323 (R«t» 11-29-61) i ^ 

UN*- O STATES DEPARTMENT OF . . TICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Birmingham, Alabama . 
April 14 j, 1965 



Title 



UNITED KLANS OP AMERICA, INC., 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN 
(UKA) 



Character RACIAL HATTERS 



Reference Letterhead memorandum 
dated and captioned as 
above 



All sources (except any listed below) whose 
identities are concealed In referenced communication 1»ve 
furnished reliable information in the past* 



This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, 
is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and Its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency* 



It 



. - 




- — A-;* 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO v Aaaiatant Attorney General date.- 4/19/05 



CIYZL RIGHTS DIVISION 
from t Director, PBI 



SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS; ST AL 

VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA; BT AL 
- VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 




Reference la made to memorandum dated 

(your file ) . ~ ^ 



There is enclosed one copy of fcfcOCXXXXXtocxfccto 

*xxxrt> a letterhead memorandum dated . 4/14/6? 

at Birmingham 

A. I I This covers the preliminary investigation and 
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken 
by this Bureau unless the Department ao directs. 

&• 1 I The investigation is continuing and you will 
be furniahed copiea of reports as they are received. 

C. I I The investigation requested by you has now 
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in- 
quiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D « I ~1 Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart- 
ment, no Investigation will be conducted in this matter unless 
specifically directed by the Department. 

E. 1 I Please advise whether you desire any further in« 
veatlgatlon. 

P. I yy! This is submitted for your information and you 
will be advised of further developments. 

G* I ] This is submitted for your information and no 
further investigation will be conducted unless specifically re-% 
queated by the Department. 

I 11 • I 1 This covers the receipt of a complaint and no 
further action will be taken by thla Bureau unless the Department 
ao directs. 

Enc • NOTE: Copiea have also been furniahed to Department of Army, 
Department of Navy, Department of Air Force, and the Internal 
Security Division of the Department of Justice . 



FBI 
Dau: 4/15/65 



Transmit th» following in 
Via AIRTEL 



(Tjrpa in plaintext of code) 



(Priority) 




TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, ALBUQUERQUE (100-0) 

SUBJECT: VIOLA GREGG ^fil UZZO -DECEASED 

RACIAL MATTERS; INTERNAL SECURITY-C 



happe 

le courthouse or city hall .when he overheard a conversation 
between two policemen. 1$ said one of the policemen had a 
number of documents in his hand and he asked the other '•■ 
policeman if the name on them looked familiar. From the rest 
of the conversation, informant advises, it appears the 
documents concerned the arrest of a man named LI UZZO at Port 
Arthur, Texas, in 1949. LI UZZO, it seems, was arrested along 
with about 15 other whites. and Negroes for distributing 
communist literature in the colored section of Port Arthur. < Sfc 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO is the Detroit, Michigan, housewife shot// ' 
and killed at . Lowndes boro, Alabama, on March 25, 1965. 

Informant advised that the conversation between the 
. two policemen was not for his ears, but that on the other hand 
they seemed unconcerned as to who heard them. He stated that 
one of them said that this should be reported to the FBI and 
the other one said something like, "We'd better think that over." 

©-Bureau (RIO UV ^t^l ~£J3 

1 - Detroit (info) (Rll) 

2 - Houston (RM) ... a j «v 
1 - Mobile (info)(RM) j» x& 

(10) 

Eg. 




=*5 



. If* 



7* 

— I- 




*4 ; ? 



were kidding or mistaken, 



i Information copies of/this airtel are being furnished 
: ^ Jv*i Detroit' and Mobile., 



T , , Search files of PD and SO for any record which would 

substantiate the above information -and advise interested offices 
of results. -", • ■ >"- • »■"-'.'.. •'«■'■• 




• •• 4 " 



"■■V v -' ' " . . .. ■ - > 



f - ■ ' 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Derr Sirs: 

I am writing to* you to request infor- 
mation concerning the United Klans of JLierlc", 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klans. 1 *n a sociology * 
student and have chosen this topic for rny tresis. 

I would greatly appreciate any infor- 
mation t'rat ;/ou could provide me with about 
the Klan, its members, its or.?pn:" sat ion, etc* 
I an particularly interested in "the fou^nen , 
held responsible for the nurd-r of Mrs. Ui^?o. Vic 
Could you refer i\e to someone who would 5e 
able to provide facts* about their life history, 
their schooling, their family background? 

Thank you for your help and interest. 




RED 61 



April 20, 1965 




t 




I have received your letter of April 14th. 

In regard to your Inquiry, I would like to point v - 
that information contained in our files must be maintained as 

tf*rtn#1 rlantlol In aMAAiutanAii *tlfk w^kmO <■ *-t «»■ «. aI iL. — . A. 

vvuttuvuiiiu am avbVi uau\«e W1U1 l O)}UldUVUa UA uie ^Kpariiii^nt qi 

Justice and is available for official use only. I am sure you will 
understand the reason for this policy. 

Enclosed is some material which I hope you will 
find of interest. You may wish to read 'The FBI Story" by Don 
Whitehead which contains general background data regarding the 
organization you named and may be available at your local or 
school library. 
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APR 2 0 1965 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hou*** 



Enclosures (5) 

Attorney General's List of Subversive Organizations 

"Our Heritage of Greatness" 

The FBI's Role in the Field of Civil Rights 

FBI Jurisdiction does not cover making evaluations 

The FBI. . . Guardian of Civil Rights 

NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 
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TELETYPE 



FBI MOBILE 

4*42 PM CST URGENT 4-IG-65 
TO DIRfefoR AND BIRMINGHAM 
FJJGffMOBILE 744-1245/ IP 



JEB 





'Thc 



eugene Thomas f et al* viola liuzzo, et al - victims. cr 9 el. 

V>. REBUTEL TODAY • 

/V SA MARION WILLIAMS SHOULD ARRIVE MONTGOMERY, ALA., ON THE 
AFTERNOON OF APRIL NINETEEN, NEXT AND BE PREPARED TO TESTIFY. TO 
THE SAME EVIDENCE HE TESTIFIED TO PREVIOUSLY BEFORE THE FEDERAL 
GRAND JURY. 

BIRMINGHAM HAS ALREADY BEEN ADVISED THE AGENTS REQUIRED FOR 
APPEARANCE BEFORE THE GRAND JURY WILL ARRIVE ON APRIL TWENTY , NEXT 
AND THE CIRCUIT SOLICITOR WILL INTERVIEW THESE AGENTS PRIOR TO 
THEIR APPEARANCE BEFORE THE STATE GRAND JURY ON THAT DATE. 




END 

WA SML 
FBI WASH DC 

BK *A DISC PLSN1 t 



REC-23 

CALLED;/ 
Dy ft/ Ttox6&^ 




V 6 Ap jL2**« 




PLAIN TEXT 



4/16/63 

I - Mr7Hines 

1 - Mr. MArion Wllliai 



TO SACS, MOBILE^ 

BXHMXNuHAm 

PROM D I HECTOR, FBI 

"27 

EUGENE THOMAS. ET AL: VIOLA 1XTJZZO. ET AL DASH VICTIMS: 

\ 

CB; EL. \ 




si* 




THE DEPARTMENT HAS ADVISED THAT PRESENCE 07 SA MARION WILLIAMS 
OF THE LABORATORY, SAS LAWRENCE G. GETTING S # EDWARD M. LAHEY AND ^ - 
NEIL P. SHANAHAN OF BIRMINGHAM DIVISION AND SA ARC fi fjlLElTVt Mgj3£LE ~ 
DIVISION WILL BE REQUIRED FOR CONFERENCES PRIOR TO AND AJ Jjpg 2 ^ 

A JD£>A UK/ill OJXTVIUk J.UA UAilAA JJJVUI1S tfUXVA yjll^l^JrAAJJ A HM U A ili ^AA » VJrvu 

RECEIPT DETERMINE THROUGH CONTACT WITH CIRCUIT SOLICITOR GAMBLE 



JWH/ras 
(4) 

SEE NOTE ON Pi 
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TELETYPE UNIT 




TELETYPE TO MOB I LI 3XD BIRMINGHAM 1 
Ut BUGEHB THOMAS, ST AL; 

BPECITIOUAY WHEN. THE AGENTS' PRESENCE WILL BE NEEDED XNSUBIKQ • 
THAT ACm8» TIHH ,1S HOT UNNECESSARILY EXPENDED WAITING ABO^/ f ^ V 
IOR DISCUSSIONS WITH PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS. WITH RESPECT TO 

"J\ THB REQUESTED PRESENCE OF SA WILLIAMS, PROMPTLY ADVISE THE 

BUREAU BY RETURN TEL THB EXACT TIME HIS PRESENCE IS ABSOLUTELY 

*£iV . REQUIRED AND THB ITEMS Of EVIDENCE HE WILL BE REQUIRED TO BRIHO 
WITH Hill AKD PRODUCE, : IP ITEMS IN ADDITION TO THOSE PRODUCED 



BEFORE THE FEDERAL GRAM) JURY ARB DESIRED, SPELL OUT SPECIFICALLY 
WHAT ADDITIONAL ITEMS ABB NEEDED. ADVISE BIRMINGHAM OF EXACT 




- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memoranudm 

to ^ Mr. Ros^u)^ - - - — 

from : c, L, McGofcan/ ♦ 

subject.- EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 

VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



date: April 22, 1965 



1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. MaUey 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hines 



- £ - (Mr 



The Birmingham Office has advised that three subjects 
were arrested by the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office on first 
degree murder charges. These subjects are Eugene Thomas, 
William Orville Eaton and Collie LeRoy Wilkins. 

These individuals have been released on $10, 000 
bond each. The bond, in the nature of real and personal property, 
was put up by Matt Murphy, the attorney, and Robert Creel, the 
Alabama Grand Dragon of the United KLans of America. 
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TO 



FROM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memoranuum 

Mr. CanrrijjW^S. 



/ ■ ' 

SUBJECT: 



rol(2*) * 



R.- Jevol 

o ^ 

SCJGENfi THOMAS, ST AL. \ 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AKA. ; 
LEROY JEROME MOTON, VICTIMS; 
CR - EL 



1 - Mr. Conrad 
1 - Office Room TX$: 
X - Mr. Williams 



DATE: 4/22/65 




■** ' 'T^T.vl- 



1*' 1T.I ■ 

-1 Tmmh 

T*to. *mm 



Mr 




This case concerns the murder of Mrs, Liuzzo, 
a civil rights worker, near Selraa, Alabama, on the 
evening of 3/25/65* 

the facts in this case were presented to Lowndes 
County Grand Jury at Hayneville, Alabama, on 4/20/65, and 
4/21/65* By previous arrangements perfected by Departmental 
Attorneys St. John Barrett and James Turner with Mr. Robert 
Flowers, Attorney General for the State of Alabama, and 
Mr. Arthur Gamble, Circuit Solicitor for Lowndes County, 
Alabama, several Agents of the Bureau including SA Marion , 
E. Williams, FBI Laboratory, appeared before the Grand Jury/ 
and gave testimony. / • 



70 



At the time SA Williams departed from Montgomery, 
Alabama, the Grand Jury had not yet reported their findings 
in this case. 



ACTION: For information. 

44-28601 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 ~ Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
- Mr. McGowan 
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MCKEOCI COTNCH 

cm cicrk , . 
cxxmn or council. 

- : - eft';,:/ ■ . 



March 30, 1965 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

By request of Councilman M. Morris Jack- 
son, I am enclosing herewith a certified copy 
of Resolution No. 866-65, adopted by the 
Council of the City of Cleveland, March 29, 
1965. 

Very truly yours, 



Mercedes Cotner 
City Clerk 
Clerk of Council 



MC:o 
End. 





Mr. CitffahAn- 
Ctmtwi 



Mr. T»T-i 



Mr. Trottrr_ 
Tele RoomJL 
Miss Holmes. 




Gandy. 
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ToIm* 

Mohr — 

|'-Lood 

folio**. 
Conrad 
TrH — 
Col- — 
Ro*m . 



April 6, 1065 




CM 




msaJiercedefl^otaet-- 
Clcrkof Councu qfjhe_ 
^CityotCieveland — 
Clev eland* Ohio 

Dear Miss Cotner: 

I received your letter of March 30th, with 
enclosure, and want to thank yon and. through you, the 
miMiof the CouncU tor the Resolution approved on j. 
Sar^,%?, concerning oar InveeUgaUon of the murder 
of Mrs, Viola Llazso. ■ ■ l"i , * 

Your generous remarks and expression of i: 
confidence mean a great deal to me and you inay be assured 
my associates Join me in expressing appreciation. 

Sincerely yours. 
J s Edgar Hoover 




MAILED 6 

APR 6 -1965 

COM M- FBI 




'1 - Cleveland - Enclosures (2) 

NOTE: Miss Cotner was written in Oct , 1964, in connection with 
a Petition sponsored by Councilman Jackson concerning racial 
strife in Cleveland* 
DTP:dli (4) 
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< -LOJQ^O TELETYPE UWtL-I 




GENERAL. IN V £anuv ¥ * ux ¥ 

The case against Eugr rhomas, 
William Orville Eaton and collie LeRoy 
Wilkin?, Jr. , in connection with the 
murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo is currently^ 

tto&jJSbWH^ 

man activities in Birmingham. Attorney 
Matt Murphy is a Klan attorney who 
represents the three subjects. The Grand 
Jury has not yet made a return of an 
indictment. 
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TBI WASH DC 

FBI BIRMGHAH ] 
3 /( PN CST?URG*NT 4-21-65 DLR 
XO DIR EOT Oft"A NIfc- MOBILE 
/ FROM BIRHltfblAH..;<»4-1236> 



APR ZlJf^.. 




EU6ENE THOJBS; IT AL . VIOLA LIUZZO, AKAJ ET AL.^CR EL 




ELEPH ONI C ALLY ADVISED THAT HE KAD RECEIVED A MESSAGE AT HIS 
OFFICE, DURING HIS ABSENCE, REPORTEDLY FROM MATT MURPHY , JR., ATTORNEY, 

WHO Iff REPRESENTING THE THREE SUBJECTS, EUGENE TH0MAS 9 WILLIAM ORVILLEA 

. i 

SAID THE MESSAGE WAS AS / | 



EATON AND £$LLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. ^j^p^g,^., ™ w - 

FOLLOWS, MURPHY SAID HE KNEW THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE THREE SUBJECTS ( / 
AND WHEN THE GRAND JURY RETURNED AnJ INDICTMENT, IF SUCH WERE DONE, H^' 
WOULD HAKE THOMAS, EATON AND WILKINS AVAILABLE. 



ADVISED THAT HE T ELEPH ON I CALL Y PASSED THIS INFORMATION ON TO 
ALABAMA ATTORNEY GENERAL FLOWERS OFFICE AND HE IN TURN WAS INFORMED 
THAT THEY DID NOT ANTICIPATE THE GRAND JURY MEETING IN HAY NEVILLE TO 



RETURN AN INDICTMENT TODAY, BUT WOULD PROBABLY DO SO TOMORROW 

f© 



MORNING SOMETIME. 



JIT? ' 
fit ZEK 



f 11 r* 

WILL BE 
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MO 
WA RPP 

FBiI^sARB28t9 

tu p ce wff. rosfw 




VISED 



te APR 23t9bS 



un BEworrr for the otnECTon 



— " — April 21, 1965 * 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

ttiis matter relates to murder of civil 
rights worker, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, 
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, 
on 3/25/65. Rowe, a Bureau Informant, 
was present along with three others 
during murder. Data supplied by Rowe 
led to identity of other three subjects 
and circumstances surrounding Mrs. 
Liuzzo 1 s death. 

Case against Eugene Thomas and two 
other subjects being presented to 
State Grand Jury. WasMngtonJJftsfc 
4/21/65 reports Rowe te stifie d that he 
was PBIinrSrmar t and^epo rtera 1 were, 
^rclBl y'^r e ver&eiT frorn^ in t eryj. ewinj& 
]oweT~The field has Seen instructed to 
iuBmit details. of any Agents 1 encounter 
press and determine how press 
of Rowe 1 s informant status. 
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ENCLOSURE 
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R3O0I. BKFTO OF WRSSJW ' 

. APR2019^r . 
: TELETTflP^ 




548 rXCST URGENT 

DIRECTOR 

> «x 

FKOM M08IJLE /44-1245/ 



4/20/65 



/# m 




VFP 



Mr, T«l»«n< 
Mr. IMmor 



Mar>trri.*T ... : 

lffr Cftfper •? 

Mr. C*!lahm . f 




Mr. Ta -aJ J 

Tde. Rv.>m f 

Miss It .V.^i. f 

Mifi« Gandy ' 




EUGENE>THQMAS, ET ALj VIOL* LIUZZO, ET AL DASH VICTIMS. Wfr &t 



7 GARY THOMAS ROWE APPEARED AS WITNESS BEFORE LOWNDES COUNTY 
GRAND JURY IN THE CAPTIONED MATTER BETWEEN TWO AND FOUR PM " X 

' *. 

INSTANT. FOLLOWING HIS APPEARANC IT ARTHUR GAMBLE, CIRCUIT t 
SOLICITOR, ADVISED ROVE MADE EXCELLENT WITNESS, THAT HE HAD' 
NO OPPORTUNITY TO EVALUATE HIS IMPRESSION ON GRAND JURY AT THE 




TIME OF THE CONFERENCE, BUT FELT THAT SOME OF THE JURORS JJ^ ttf^PZft 

MT GUT FUTITDTA T It CAMP AAI IBTS as *»a hauv m y£p * JtEC. 33 „ *~ ^ * ' 



AfeEAS. 



MIGHT ENTERTAIN SOME DOUBTS AS TO ROWE-S VERAJ$Jy 3 !n SOME 

& B APR 27 1965 

NQNE OF THE BUREAU WITNESSES HAD PRECEDED ROWE In4to* 
GRAND JURY THEREFORE, THE DATA NECESSARY FOR CORROBORATION OF 
HIS TESTIMONY HAD NOT BEEN PRESENTED TO THE GRAND JURY AT THE 

.TIME OF PfOWE/S APPEARANCE. '-Mi . _ 
JSN.GLOSUBB: ' A* 6 .' 'J 

BUREAU WITNESSES REMAIN TO TESTIFY, SA/S NEIL 



WW) 

SHANAHAN, ID WIN LEAHY AND LAWRENCE BETTINGS OF THE BIRMINGHAM"" jp^ 
END PAGE ONE ..... 

7 9 APR 281965 



MR. BEIfSMT TOR THE DIRECTOR 
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PA6C TWO 

f 

DIVISION AND LABORATORY EXAMINER MARION WILLIAMS. LEROY 

MOT ON, THE NEGRO WHO ACCOMPANIED LIUZZO AT TIME SHE WAS SHOT, 

WAS THE NEXT WITNESS TO FOLLOW ROWE. 

fiAHfii r TimtnATrn ruAT eoAun mm* uaiii n /»nuTT ut te> ta up* r» 

TESTIMONY AND PROBABLY WOULD NOT COMPLETE ITS WORK OR REPORT 
I PRIOR TO APRIL TWENTYONE, NEXT* IF TRUE BILLS ARE RETURNED, 
j HE STATED NO PUBLICATION WOULD BE MADE OF THE INDICTMENTS 
1 UNTIL THE SUBJECTS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED. 

HO DIFFICULTIES WERE EXPERIENCED IN HANDLING ROWE/5 
APPEARANCE. PRESS WAS PRESENT AT THE COURTHOUSE AND IT IS 
NOT CERTAIN AT THIS POINT WHETHER THEY WERE AWARE THAT ROWE 
\ HAD BEEN BEFORE THE GRAND JURY. 

WA . ...ALS... 

FBI WASH DC 
P 



..V* 



CC-MR. ROSEJ? ** >fl~ . £c^^^ X. 
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* t'NI'/ED STATES G ' tRNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM t 




DIRECTOR; FBI " date: 4/29/65 

SAC,' HOUSTON (100-10146) (RUC) 

- ,r. 




subject: VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - DECEASED £P *~ 

RACIAL MATTERS ; IS - C 

RE: Albuquerque alrtel to the Bureau, 
dated 4/15/65. 

Enclosed for the Bureau, Mobile, and Albuquerque 
are copies of Houston airtel to Detroit, dated 3/31/65, 
entitled "ANTHONY JOHN IAJCIO, Aka., Tony Lucio, SM - C." 

Detroit is requested to determine if ANTHONY 
JOHN LUCIO is identical to the husband of captioned subject. 

^ - Bureau (.End. lHSM) 
2 - Albuquerque (End. -l) (RM) 
(1 - 100-0) 

(1 - 137-1391) iv 
1 - Detroit (Info.) (RM) <- v 

1 - Mobile (Info.) (Encl. 1) (RM) 
1 - Houston 

JBK/mem 

(?) i MA 

. _ . _ . _ _ Q A ■ 

i 
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4r yy> Afrol-MH 



.•' ■'•irf f .* APR 2GI365 



? / ' Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 




/ 




r. j; - 



ENOiOSUEB 



- f 
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SAC f Houston (100*10146) 
Directori al (44-28601>^^* 



VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - DECEASED 
RACIAL MATTERS; XHTERKAL SECURITY - C 



5/10755 



I - Mr. McGovan 
1 - Mr. HarrelT 



BcHOlet A/23/65. 

Detroit discontinue Investigation set out In 
referenced letter. 
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Mo*W 

L>Looch 

CatlohMi 



I .11 . 



T»lt. •« 



2 -■ Detroit 

1 - Albuqueraue 

1 - Houston (100-1509) (F. Lucio) 

1 - Mobile 



ll - 100 27 574 i 

= ^ 
~ERH:1e J 

= (id 
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TO, 



FROM 





'^^v :Yv, - .< . I -Mr. SuUivan 

sviuect^^BUGENE THOMAS,© '* 1 - Mr. Belmont CU 

^T^ f - WILIJAMORVD^E^TC^ ^v ... 1 - Mr. Rosen U 

v. ^' COUJ^LEROY WILKINS, JR.;*' ; 1 - Mr. Malley *| 
> ^ VIDI^LIOZZO - VICTIM ' 1 1 - Mr. v McGowan . . 
T;:- v r .r CIVIL BIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS » .. ^^/7 I 

./?-V" H V: ■> >. inspector Sullivan called at 2:50 p. m. today. He advised 




that 



infor jnation had been received from 

a secret indictment had been returned and that three individuals had ^ t . j 
beei£named in the indictment, all charged with first degree murder, -r,- 7: 
Jackson did not reveal the identity of the three individuals but there 
is no question but what the individuals named are identical with the 
individuals in the caption of. this memorandums, , ; vv . , ■4/?4 i - '^StS^Vv ■ 

According to^^^^^^^^^^^f Solicitor Arthur * ' c 

(Gamble and the Sheriff of Lowndes County, were en route at the 
present time to Birmingham, Alabama, where they expect to take 
the three individuals named in the indictment into custody. r*> 

X\ £2 Submitted for information. 



1 * ■ .V* ■ S'. -fC. v.fJ "\. / ; ^ . >■-:■■' - ---A 

5tH5i~* JRManpd (8) ^ r-^ -./ v **(4r 

« ; .; ; .; v • ^ f^. ^J Jj^- - - - • , \ 




./sr. f if OffcJ /i» 



APR 2.7 






ET AL Off ttfar - - » V .. •. 
'Va^^ -.PRBSENTATION Or STATE CASE , TO. LOWNDES COUNTY "GRAND JURY , 

. »*K ^**. 'T 1- - » - - . - . • ifcl - v , - -V ■" ■ -■ t ' 

~3ftVs, : .*> y " '■ -V : 1 i I 

v?COMPLET«D FOUR TWENTY -ONE. SIXTYFIVE. GRAND- JURY J.SCHEDUL ED TO 

R EFO RT- fQjH TWENTY.. TWO SIXTYFIVE* RESULTS- OF DELIBERATION N 





r Grand Jury schedule^ report in open 
court on 4/22/65, * 

Press reports indicate Lowndes County 
iGrand Jury on 4/21/65 voted to return three 
Kr indictments in the 3/25/65 s ayj tag <* 
\un. Viola Linzzo. Under Alabama law the 
names of those indicted may be released only 
after the arrest of the defendants and the 
arrest cannot be made until the indictments 
A have been returned in open court, 
ll Eugene Thomas, CoUie Leroy Wilkins, 
jriiy and William Orvill Eaton are the - r 
subjects involved. 



4 





GENERAL INV JSSTIU^IV 

This case involves u . murder of 
Mrs, Viola Liuzzo in Lovades County, 
Alabama, on the night of 3-25-65. 
Three subjects were indicted by a State 
Grand Jury on 4-22-65 for first degree 
murder. Get tings' appearance is 
absolutely necessary for trial which, 
according to State Circuit Court Judge 
[will take place at the 'next term 
{beginning 5-5-65* Appropriate 
instructions to the field will be 
issued, as soon as the trial date of 
captioned case can be definitely 
established. 
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APR 231! 



FBI BIRMGHAM 

1120 AM CST URGENT 4-23-55 VCR 
1JS DIRECTOR, MILWAUKEE AND MOBILE 
FROM BIRMINGHAM /44-1236/ /?/ 2P 

MAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE'EA.^ 
r*ROWE, JR.; VIOLA GREG<aLl 



Mr. To* 

Mr. BHuon 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. r>?|>ni-h 
Mr. Casper , 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. 



EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE'EATON^ COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., 

JR.; VIOLA GREG<rtlUZZO - VICTIM; LEROY JEROME 



GARY THOMAS 




(J MOTEN - VICTIM. CR--EL. 00, MOBILE. 

- - — Orr*c>e OF o*i<S.'*/ 

5 1 5 «£# a L ^ \» £ V 7" 

•SA LAWRENCE G. GETTINGS, BIRMINGHAM DIVISION, HAS BEEN ADVISED 
TO BE IN MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN, APRIL THIRTIETH NEXT AS A NEQESSARY 
WITNESS RE MILWAUKEE FILE THIRTYONE DASH TWO NINE SIX THREE, BUFILE 
THRItTYONE DASH EIGHT NINE TWO SIX ZERO, CASE CAPTIONED "JOHN EDWARD 

Ai^' o K*JO V*/-*/ ^o'; 

DAVIS, *SA; ROSE MARIE DAVIS, AKA; ERNEST HURD, ETAL - VICTIMS; 

"UCTA • 41AS - POflQT T Tl ITT HM» MTCPPTCTHN rtP PPI ftUV _ * A I ISA PRANV1 VM M. 

//V7£<*6T/ir£ 7*+"£toZT + TiO*f !N A** 0? G 7T. F <V \> 

GIMBLE, SOW, MILWAUKEE, HAS ADVISED THESE CASES WILL BE TRIED IN 

FEDERAL DlSTRlrf" COURT AT MILWAUfllgJON MAY FOUR AND FIVE NEXT. . ■ \ %x 

*• ' v - 1 / / i 



>TAL; VIOLA GREGG 



IN REGARD TO CASE CAPTIONED " EUGENE Tl 

LIUZZO, LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS • SA GETTINGS ARRESTED, EUGENE 

fell 0 'JTMI nn i" 
JED STATEMENT FROM THOMAS AT TIME OF" ARREST, AND 



THOMAS, OET 




OBTAINED 

end Page o*ie 

60APR301965, 



OM THE PERSON OF THQMAS '^^EARCH^^^gUCTED , 



MR. DOUOfJT FDH TIIE OIRECTOR 




PAGE TWO • r ; 

UNDER ARREST* SA GETTINGS HAS TESTIFIED BEFORE FEDERAL GRANlTjURY 

AT MONTGOMERY. ALABAMA. AMD THE LOWNDES CDIINTY RRANn JURY AT 

"ij" ' " """"" 

HAY NEVILLE* ALABAMA, AND INDICTHEiTS HAVE BEEN ISSUED IN THIS CASE. 

IT IS PRESENT UNDERSTANDING IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION THAT EUGENE 
THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON AND COLLIE LEROY WILKINS WILL BE 
TRIED FOR MURDER IN LOWNDES COUNTY COURT, HAYNEVILUE, ALABAMA, 
MAY THREE NEXT AND SA GETTINGS WILL BE CALLED AS NECESSARY WITNESS* 

MOBILE REQUESTED TO ADVISE BUREAU, BIRMINGHAM AND MILWAUKEE 
IF TRIAL DATE HAS BEEN FIRMLY SET FOR MAY THREE NEXT AND IF SA 
GETTINGS WILL BE NECESSARY WITNESS. 

MILWAUKEE WILL ADVISE AUSA FRANKLYN M. GIMBLE, EDW, AT MILWAUKEE* 

BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE WHICH TRIAL SA GETTINGS IS TO 
APPEAR FOR IN EVENT THERE IS A CONFLICT OF TRIAL# DATES. 

MOBILE ADVISED SEPARATE. 

END ; _ . , __ : _ , ■ ... 

WA SXC 
FBI WASH DC 
MI 

MI HNH 

FBI MILWAUK JIB !^ T^\' t - 

•ft I 4*1 PA 

" t 9 T 

, * h ti... . |f'P' i'.r ..JJ;, " 



F B I 
Dot*: 4/21/65 



Transmit tho following in 



Via 



AIRTEL 



(Typt i* plaintext or coda) 

AIRMAIL 



I 



(Priority) 



4- 



TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI 

SAC, Hotfle ( 44-1245 )(P) 

EUGENJyTHOMAS , ET AL: 
VIOLA^IUZZO aka; 
ET AL - VICTIMS 
CR 



Re Birmingham to the Bureau 4/14/65. ^ 

On 4/19/65 SA | W furnished appropriate 

information contained ii^Tn^letterheaa memorandum which 
accompanied reairtel, to Col. AL LINGO, Director, Alabama 
Department of Public Safety, Montgomery, Ala. Information 
contained in reairtel concern: 




- Bureau 

- Birmingham (Info) 
2 - Mobile 

SHR-egp 

(61 



■ '.PR 'M T365 



x; Approvod: 





Special >gtrf£t in Charge 



Soot 



M Por 



1 





VUKSUB; Mrs. 'WILLIAM E. FARRELL, 
' nee K2L2H ROMAYNE* LIUZZO - VICTIM 

*^ V'.'i -V VV' EXTGRTICU ' ; • ' • ■ ^ ■ 



3 



* fcf fc 1 .-r.o' "'i$-^; ,; .-UKStJ3; PATRI CK ^THOMAS LIUZZO, - ■■' 'V 

f V V :V-V .VvV'i "VICTIM V •-•vvv^V,;,, - ^S. 
V V l^U 'EXTORTION • ' ■ • ' •, 




Re Detroit teletype to Philadelphia this date ~ 

CARKELLA LIUZZO - 



• captioned 'UN SUB ; JOSEPH LIUZZO ,- VICTIM; CARKr 
' ' ' -VICTIM > EXTORTIOiP. ;.. ; ■-. !■;.->- -'7 . , ■ ' 

<i ""H -'Bureau " •', : Vp ^ ' " 



LO 
CD 
CO 



I 



W:" 7 * .^7,. 4 ^- WI LLIA^RVI i j jE ^\T0N; EUGENE "* W 
^^^^.I^iv^v; THOMA&?ROWE; C0LLIE""LER0^WILKINS , *//// **AA J A • 
fe"'V /■rr r TO7T>IRS;"IVt'0LA iGREGGffllUZZO - " r W ^Jo" ' • 

^* • * * " ' VICTIM- CIVIL RIGHTS IJ-L- • 

1:- Mobile (44-WILLIAM ORVILLE EAT OH; EUGENE U&8 fBOOBoEHI 

THOMAS ROWE; COLLIE LEROY WILlCllSB, APR 27 1965 . 
JR.; MRS. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - 
: r ' VICTIM ; CIVIL EIGHTS ) — ' ■ 

6 - Philadelphia 



2 - Q-N T EW (UNSUB; Mrs. WILLIAM J. FARRELL - VICTIM; 

• EXTORTION) '*' 
2 - : 9-MEW (UNSUB ; Mrs. WILLIAM P. FARRELL - VICTIMr 
: . . "' . . EXTORTION) \ ( . 

V,i ,^;;L.>..-;9-NEW;(UNSUB; PATRICK THOMAS LIUZZO - VICTIM; 

^ <V\h m , EXTORTION ) '-'-^^ ./ 

"■' 2 JWRi AMS' (11) ' 



S*nt 




tot in Chargt 1 




99| 



J5fc jv 4- f f$ ~ 1 v , Prior to re ce i pi: of y ref e rence d t e letype , lin ve st l-V, 
Sw v i* * : Jgatxon as set foVth/ below was conducted . . . . . \£> V- Jf/£; - ^ / 

^^J^^S^^^htSi^^if^m. penns Y lvania State Police ; 
advised~that~ Mrs". "WILLIAM* jT ~ FARRELL , 



Carbondale , , on 4/22/65 'advised' PSP anonymous call received 
\by "her that date from unidentified male asking if she were 
' delated to. 'the Mrs, LIUZZO who was murdered in Selma, Ala. 
. r.i*c*i ones iyiu uj.ju jsiic wabii - t , ne asKca ner lor laenmry or ** : 
• the Mrs. FARRELL who was related and claimed 'to have said 
to her that "You better tell me where the right Mrs. FARRELL 
lives or your life .will be; in danger. V v - 

F/.aRELL also" determined from Krs. WILLIAM P. 
FARI&LL, ^ ■ Carbondale, sister-in-law of 

>Irs^VI9LA^Su^!^^cTia^£i^also had received a similar call. 



PT iViCiM e + a + ae rsrt4»>» unman n W ^/M 



Folice of receipt of calls and that that agency was 
presently investigating the matter. 

' JAICS LIUZZO, Route 106, Carbondale, on 4/22/65, 

telephonically advised the Philadelphia Office that his 
WILLIAM P. FARRELL , and PATRICK LIUZZO ^ 
Carbondale, had both received harassing 
telephone calls similar t o. the above. . 



-WILLIAM J. -FARRELL, nee Frances Melvin, | | 
Carbondale, afternoon of 4/22/65, advised 

SA JOHN W. PCtlN'iiARD as follows: 



■ m 
> . m*. , 



she received a call from an unidentified male having a harsh, 
unfamiliar voice asking if she were the Mrs. FARRELL related 
to the "woman murdered in Selma, Ala." When she said she 
wasn't, he then asked, "Do you know which Mrs. FARRELL is 
related to her?" she then told him, "No,. I don't know 
which FARRELL family it is. : Why?" Caller then said some- 
thing to the « ffect that he had to get in touch with Mrs. 
FARRELL and that if she didn't help, her life and her family's 
lives would be in danger. She then asked who the man was, 
after which he . said, "Never mind who it is," and hung up. 



v • ■ - 



V- *■ 



!/«*<. .,. y. 



PH 9-lTV 



v v 1 " ^ ; ; j;o n at ior.al it y or s e ct ional accent wa s not ed in f * 
voice of caller end calx presumed by victim to have been i 

■>V "local in origin • 

ft..; .• .. '.'*■/";• ' ' ' ■ ' '. ' 

I," " - r > ' "^vv she then called the Carbondale Police and the PSP 
to report the call. ,>i 




WILLIAM P. FARKELL, nee HELEN *OKAV;:E LIUZZO, 
Carbondale, (telephone 282-2^23), . 
sxster-ir.-j.-w Hi^s. VIOLA LIUZ20 (deceased), provided the 
following information concerning two calls received by her: 

At 10:10 a.m., 4/21/65, a man with harsh, deep 
voice called her home and asked if she were the Mrs. FARRELL 
related to the woman murdered in Selma* Ala. V. T hcn she asked, 
Who is this?," caller said, "Never mind who this is. I'll 
ask the questions. " She then said, "I won't give -you any 
informatfon until I know who I am talking tco." Ciller then 
said, "If I were you, I would give me the information. n She 
then hur.£ up. Telephone rang very often remainder of 4/21/65 

Ho nationality or sectional accent no'ced in voice 
cf caller,, who appeared to be attempting to disguise hie 
voice.— Victim is- of the opinion calls were local in origin,. 

At 11:05 a.m., 4/22/65, another call was received 
by her frcm unidentified male whom she believes to be the 
same caller as 4/21/65. Caller asked, "Krs. FARRELL, Are 
you the sanci Krs. FARRELL related to the woman murdered at 
Selma?" She then asked caller, "Ji'ow come on. Is this a 
joke or are you the same jerk who called me yesterday?" Calle: 
answered, "No, this isn't a joke. I am out to ^et you unless 
you tell me 1 .' She then told him, "You better not bother me. 
lly phone is tapped," which she resized was not true and 
she s>ould rot have said. Caller then said, "VJell, you don't 



"X 



t have to worry about me callins you anymore," and either 
'•am out to get you," or "I am coming to get you. I want to 



- 3 - 





i- * i . 

** t f>^«-w ijftae diet e 1 y 

v~-- V,; - PATRICK T 
vQ-e-. ^WILLIAM P . . FARRELL, 



zo 





REIN 



fir^t cousin* of Itos^i _ 
Carbondale, on evenl 
as. follows 



. *.» c At 11 t3p; a.m.- , 4722/65,* wideniif led malt Tbkiiwr^L 
called hiaat.hie home and asked .if lie were .^related to the ^ 




w AC^ ' r ; . JOSEPH THOMAS liuzZO tW^&SSSSBSSM ^hoAd^rn^^^ 

'23^t^lephone;282-429^»;onV23/B5. /ovisac 1 ikat haras sing -type "^ii™.^ 
- f>i> - -telephone calls' had teen* received by both he and CAKMEUAif<v-§?i^&M 
, ucuzzp, 28 Green Street, Carbondale, on 4/22-23/6S< 4 tlUZZD: ^->K^ 
states that these calls have involved calls at odd hours ^i'^SfflSSt 
^ r^the day and Tiighr in which when they are answered by either ^ 
:> 'hin or CARKELLA, there is no party on the line and that >it^ 

. - .Appears to be a dead line," LIUZZO concluded that neither 

^-.£7*.»4iorSWKELLA have received any threatening calls or fcalls 1 
t:>&rrj*tt#bi4h the caller has said anything. >f In -view of ^thii 
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„. : » EUOENB THOMAS/ WILLIAM 

* ILK I N3 , JR. / GARY THOMAS 
>MlfQw3T 




AMORVILLE BATON,' COLLIE LEROY * ' l * w~2'±if'% "' ■■ 
1 ROWS, JR. ; VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - VICTIM . 



!EN - VICTIM. CR, EL. : 00, MOBILE* ■\ y ' > / *• 




REBHTEL FOUR DASH TWO THREE DASH SIX FIVE, BUREAU CONSIDERS 

^IT* PREFERABLE IF THERE IS CONFLICT IN TRIAL DATES THAT SA 

"A- J '-. t r "-f ■ "i ■ " -> ! ■ FEDERAL BUREAU OF 

• V. ,» V" » ,T * ' . j, » ■ N. & DEPARTMENT 

.K* * . - V GEITINGS BE MADS AVAILABLE FOR TRIAL OF THIS CASS_ £0MMGRfl 
'^"?J^y i 0OUOTY ; ' ALABAMA../ MILWAUKEE* SHOULD CONSIDER POSSIBILITIES ^Kffij 

^ V USlto ANOTHER WITNESS FOR TRIAL OF CASE CAPTIONED "J0l4F'H*' tJlPE 

ji'.iri: v ■ ^M^TH Eft.-' 1 \ "'''■* '* *'* : '^G ^ "'i *' ' ' ~ r * * : " ' *■ ' ' •' ' 

'I^Vi^MviS,;!!.^* AT ' MILWAUKEE * ALL OFFICES KE^P BUREAU PROMPTLY -:r 




V '*"S"i»V ' t 



EEC- 23 
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. r>L<wx4 * 




a -S«t involves- muraer or nrs^ V1 W4? SHI- 1065°' 

^"Lowndes County, Alabama/* 3/2 5/65v'-' Three subjects indictedby state 
3Jrand jury for first degree- murder and accordin<>«sjtas - taJ^^ig|uit 
court judge, trial will begin 5/5/65- BH advised SA Lawrence G. 
Gettings of BH Divisiajitftas Xfeentpet 

as a necessary witness on 4/30/6© for trial of case captioned M John 
Edward Davis, Et al. , WSTAr raR, Prostitution; Misprision of Felony? 
AiJsA Gimble, MilwauXee, advUles case will be trie^^uS/SS at.; 5;. 
waukee. tfrial of subjects in captioned case also* scheduled f or \ 
/65 atHayneville,. .Ala*5ama.> Bureau advice requested* in which A V 
a ^ Gettings is to. testify*)? MO attempting to definitely establi £^ 
trial date for caption/d"C^sy.> Gettings needed to testify to. arrest. 
V search- of sub j ©P^fT Ymmf; and recovery - of . murder weapon . ~ ■* j\J 



